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Should Press HeIp Keep Secrets?

From the Des Moines (Ia.) Register
H WASHIIIS\;?’I‘ON
The Kepnedy administration
had fﬂt‘ﬂgﬁ in office long when
2 polcy 'took form to circum-
scribe the areas of public .in-
formation on matters aﬂ'ectmg

* the national security,.
Information on current dlplo-

matic negotiations, on certainde- §.

fense activities, on the Presi-
Cent’s movements, and now. on
missile firing has been contained
withiz §tricter bounds.: Naw
gifgent has been , ,intro-.

i QR!TISH omcia.l secret.s

; halzy affects pyblie"sett-
anié.. key positiohs” who': are

| equited to sign statements that

i they %lll nof divulge information,

« in fhe course of their dittes
_whigh' ‘would adversely affeet |
" British security. Those who. con-
spire with them, such as’ £ news-
paper, to publish such ifforma-
tion are also subject to prosecu-
tion.

Thus, a
which had obtained. advance in-
formation from. official sources
and probably ‘from any source
on the Suez invasion.a  few

might have been prosecuted.

If there were an Amerjcan of-
ficial secrets act, it might “have
been possible to prosecute news-
papers which divulged that Cu-
bans were being trained and:-
equipped in the United Sf,ates
and elsewhere for an invasion

. of their island.

. President himself, appear to be<:
" lieve that pubhclt,y ‘on cold war-
, operations is a handicap. They
« recognize at the same time.con-
+ stitutional guarantees of freedom
of the press and dangers in-
volved in limiting that freedom.
i During the Cuban preparations
\
newspapers in Florida imposed
upon themselves self-censorship
to a certain degree. Papers out-
—stde” Florida did not. After the '
invasion began the ‘“‘defection’
of Cuban pilots was exposed as
a mere strategem of the inva-
sion, and- thus- did not have- the
' desired effect of ‘causing rexl .
defections, and creating thé gen-
eral atmosphere of revolt which’
was planned.

The desire of the administra-
tion to operate with more stealth
in cold war opérations raises

| many problems which do not ex-
ist when the U. S. is committed
to war.

IN WORLD WAR 1, it was
possnble to establish a ‘‘volun-
tary” press censorship with a
. code of conduct which worked
well under the circumstances.
| A national commitment had been
- made to the war.

But this was not the case with
‘the invasion of Cuba. No action
' was taken by Congress. Even

‘“‘consultation” with Congress
was sketchier than when Presi-
' dent Truman sent American
Ltroops to Korea.
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Nor, in fact, after the Cuban
invasion was any commitment
_made; to the contrary, the Pres-
ident mnnounced that America
would not intervene under any
circumstances. In making this
_statement the Presideht prob-

MANY OFFICIALS, and the\ ably reflected an overwhelming

popular feeling that more wds
“to,bg lost than to be gained

by crushing Castro through the,

«uthless 7use of American mili-
fary power.

The fact ‘probably must be
faced that the methods under-
takgn by any administration in
cold war military or paramili-
tary operations are likely {o be
. controversial.’ As, for example.
the U2 flights.

After Pearl Harbor we céuld
havé a quick mational decision
to go to war with Japan and Ger-
many. But we have not had any
such decision on interws in
Cuba or elsewhere in the Amer-
cas.

YT IS THE ABSENCE of this
kind of national decision ‘which
makes it risky for the press to
censor itself on cold war meas-
ures involving the risk of hot
war. Without any national deci-
sion of a substantial kind, the
press would thus be a silent
partner to decisions made by the
executive branch of the govern-
ment, These decisions might not
necessarily be the correct ones
for the preservation of the se-
curity of the nation.

It simply cannot be reasoned
away that a vital and essential
American freedom will be cir-
cumscribed if agreement is
reached .that the press will co-
operate with the government in
keeping secret military or para-
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‘which can be made in the cold

" Let this be the only valve

mihtm operations in the cold
wal.

THE QUESTIQN IS whether
the limitation of this freedom is
essential to the security of the :
nation.  If it is aessential, then
the cold war will have forced
upon us a .moré authoritarian
government, and other lirmita-
‘tions or controls would be likely
to follow.

€uba is probably a poor ex- ,
ample to rely on for arguments |
that the press ought to cooper- !

ate in keeping dark f] \ri-
ous .workings of-the S
undercover war: ) -
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the invasion forces would land,
‘which was-more than the Ameri-*
can press published in advance. |

THEREFORE officials have
chosen an uncdmfortable time to
discuss once again some Kkind
of a voluntary press censor-
ship, or even an official secrets
act. It looks too much as if they
are trying to divert attention
from their own mistakes by
drawing broad ‘lessons” from
the Cuban flap.

It may be in the end, however,
that the conflict with the Soviet
Union will have to be recognized
as thé modern version of war.
If so, then let it be recognized
as such by virtue of a national
decision which includes Congress

The Formosa defense and the
Middle East defense resolutions
adopted in Congress are exam-
ples of the kind of decisions

war after public dlscuSSlOn and |
congressmnal debate
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